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appreciated in the Press and by the public.
Newman wrote his congratulations. Gladstone
was silent.

In 1877 the Cardinal went to Rome to receive
the hat from the hands of the Pope, and, a few
days afterwards, Pio Nono died. He was eighty-
six, and had occupied the Papal throne for thirty-
two years. At the conclave for the election of
his successor, Manning could, if he would,
have himself become the supreme Pontiff. His
candidature was urged by Cardinal Bilio, who
swayed the majority of the votes. But Manning
declined, on the ground that the loss of the
Temporal Power made it absolutely necessary
that the next Pope should be an Italian, who
would " draw Italy to him as Pius drew the whole
world." And it was largely owing to his influ-
ence that Cardinal Pecci succeeded Pius IX as
Leo XIII. This is important because Leo XIII
was a liberal, and his election meant the end of
the ultramontanism of which Manning was the
consistent and vehement supporter.